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that the " felicitie " of the Realm depended " onely next under God " upon the
preservation of the Queen's life. Ana as there had of late been " sundrie wicked
plots" both beyond seas and within the realm, the Lords spiritual and temporal,
and the Commons in Parliament, (for " preventing of such great perils as might
hereafter otherwise growe,") enacted that if after the present Session any open
invasion or rebellion were attempted, or if anyone " pretended any title to the
Crown of this Realm? after her Maisties decease," or if anything were " compassed
or imagined" to the injury of the Queen's Royal person, the person or persons
offending could be tried by special Commission under the Great Seal.1

1 In "Mary Queen of Scots and the Babington Plot" 1922, p. cxciii, Father Pollen referred to this as " the
monstrous Bond of Association, according to which no evidence was necessary against the accused."
But vide the actual wording, E.E. ante, pp, 206-207. Father Pollen does not appear to have seen the text
in extenso either of this Oath or of Pope Pius's Bull, E.E. Vol. II, pp. 43-48. Likewise Hosack, "Mary
Queen of Scots and her Accusers" most carefully examining Mary's own writings, and answering
many unjust charges, nevertheless did not ascertain the words eitner of the Bull or of the Oath.